
Route 66 Association of Illinois 
Junior Membership Application

Free to all children until their 18th birthday. Only continental United States, please!

Each member will receive a membership card, decal, and a junior newsletter.

Our Goals: Promote, Educate, Preserve, and Enjoy Route 66! 

Please visit our website – http//www.i166assoc.org

Name_______________________________________________  Birth Date_ ____________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________

Parents Signature_____________________________________________________________________

Print Name _________________________________________________________________________

No application will be processed without parental signature line filled out!

Membership Application for parents (optional)
Membership for May 1st, through April 30th.

Name_ _____________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________   E-Mail:______________________________________

1 Adult Member - $20 a year, 1 Vote, 1 Membership Card, 1 Decal.
Family - $30 a year, 2 Family Members, 2 Votes, 2 Membership Cards, 2 Decals.
Business or Organization - $50 a year, 1 Vote, 1 Membership Card, 1 Decal.
Life Member - $250, 1 Adult Member, 1 Vote, 1 Membership Card, 1 Decal.
All adult Membership will receive our famous Newsletter (4 times per year).

Please Mail  Application to:	 Membership
	 Route 66 Hall of Fame & Museum
	 110 West Howard Street
	 Pontiac, IL 61764 



It B
eg

a
n In Illin

o
is

R
oute 66 is probably the m

ost w
ell know

n 
road in this country, if not the w

orld. It w
as created 

in 1926, along w
ith the rest of the federal highw

ay 
system

. It existed until 1985 w
hen it w

as form
ally 

decom
m

issioned and replaced by interstate high-
w

ays. In the tim
e betw

een it earned a hom
e for it-

self in the hearts and m
em

ories of people across 
the country, that place can never be taken aw

ay by 
an interstate highw

ay.	
The road passed through eight states: Il-

linois, M
issouri, K

ansas, O
klahom

a, Texas, N
ew

 
M

exico, A
rizona and C

alifornia. Illinois w
as the 

first state to have its section com
pletely hard sur-

faced. It w
as also the first state to replace the old 

road w
ith the interstate.

F
o

r
m

atio
n O

f A
sso

c
iatio

n
s

W
ith the rem

oval of federal R
oute 66 high-

w
ay signs and the lack of designation on m

aps, 
m

any A
m

ericans thought the road no longer exist-
ed. In governm

ent term
s, this w

as true. B
ut w

hile 
parts of the old road had disappeared under the 
interstate’s path, m

ost of its 2,448 m
iles of pave-

m
ent still existed and could be driven, if one knew

 
w

here to look!
B

y 1984, w
hen Interstate 40 bypassed the 

last stretch of R
oute 66 in A

rizona, a m
ovem

ent 
w

as already developing to resurrect the old road, 
put up new

 road signs and restore it to the m
aps 

and atlases of the w
orld. It m

ight not be the great 
com

m
ercial artery that it once w

as, but it could still 
be a road that people could use to enjoy a slow

er 
and m

ore relaxed w
ay of travel.

The first state R
oute 66 association began 

in February 1987. O
n M

arch 5, 1989, 15 people 
m

et in Pontiac. From
 there a core group of Illinois 

R
oute 66, fans began m

eeting to form
 an associa-

tion in Illinois. That association officially began in 
O

ctober 1989 in D
w

ight, Illinois. A
t that founding 

m
eeting, the association elected officers and ad-

opted bylaw
s to govern its operations.

P
u

r
po

se O
f T

h
e A

sso
c

iatio
n

A
s stated in its bylaw

s, the purpose of the 
R

oute 66 A
ssociation of Illinois is to “preserve, 

prom
ote, educate and enjoy the past and present 

of U
.S. H

ighw
ay 66.” O

ur focus shall be on that 
portion of R

oute 66, w
hich lies w

ithin the borders 
of the state of Illinois, although w

e w
ill also take 

part in cooperative efforts, w
hich prom

ote the 
highw

ay’s interests on a national level. O
ur pri-

m
ary activities shall be to prom

ote tours, fairs and 
other public events along R

oute 66 or relating to it. 
W

e publish a new
sletter and brochure, as w

ell as 
other inform

ational m
aterials. W

e also cooperate 
and counsel w

ith governm
ent in efforts to preserve 

and prom
ote the highw

ay.

G
o

v
er

n
a

n
c

e

The association is governed by its officers 
the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, 
corresponding secretary, and its board of directors. 
The board consists of one m

em
ber from

 each of 
the tw

elve Illinois counties through w
hich R

oute 
66 passes as w

ell as five at-large m
em

bers. A
ll of-

ficers and board m
em

bers are elected to rotating 
tw

o-year term
s.

M
eetin

g
s

The association m
eets four tim

es a year in 
January, A

pril, July and O
ctober. There are also 

several planning sessions for the annual m
otor 

tour. O
ther m

eetings are scheduled as needed. A
ll 

m
eetings are open to all m

em
bers and they are en-

couraged to attend and take part.

M
o

to
r T

o
u

r

Each year the association sponsors a m
otor 

tour the second w
eekend in June. It travels from

 
C

hicago to St. Louis and alternates north to south 
from

 year to year.  The m
otor tour stops for m

usic, 
m

eals, fun and fellow
ship in m

any tow
ns along the 

w
ay. W

e publish a quarterly new
sletter that keeps 

readers up to date on R
oute 66 activities in Illinois 

and the rest of the country. W
e also hold a picnic 

for m
em

bers every fall.

 T
h

e R
o

u
te 66 H

a
ll O

f F
a

m
e

The original Illinois R
oute 66 H

all of Fam
e 

w
as located at the D

ixie Truck Stop in M
cLean, 

Illinois. In 2004 a larger H
all of Fam

e &
 M

useum
 

w
as established in the H

istoric Fire Station in Pon-
tiac, Illinois. This new

 m
useum

 com
m

em
orates the 

people, places and events that gave R
oute 66 its 

special character. It features plaques and displays 
honoring m

em
bers of the H

all of Fam
e, as w

ell as 
m

any other exhibits of historic and unusual inter-
est. The H

all of Fam
e is open year round. A

dm
is-

sion is free. It is only fitting the H
all of Fam

e be in 
Pontiac w

here that very first m
eeting took place. 

C
erem

onies for new
 inductees are held each year 

during the association’s annual m
otor tour.

H
isto

r
ic R

o
u

te 66
In spring of 1995 ID

O
T put up historic 

signs along R
oute 66 in Illinois, com

plete w
ith ar-

row
s. This w

ill lead to the establishm
ent of m

any 
visitor centers, m

useum
s, roadside parks and other 

sites dedicated to the m
em

ory and enjoym
ent of 

R
oute 66. There is a R

oute 66 association in each 
state along the w

ay now
 w

orking tow
ard these 

goals. These associations w
ork independently on 

state projects, but they w
ork collectively on na-

tional efforts. The m
ore m

em
bers w

e have w
ho 

w
ill w

ork for these goals, the better our chances 
are of achieving them

.

P
r

eser
vatio

n
A

 preservation com
m

ittee w
as form

ed to 
w

ork on preserving w
hat is left. W

e also talk to 
the people of R

oute 66 to m
ake an oral and w

ritten 
history. W

e w
ork w

ith interested parties for place-
m

ents to the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric Places. 

In the fall of 1997 w
e had our first listing, the 1932 

Standard O
il G

as Station in O
dell. In 2001 this 

station w
as presented w

ith the prestigious C
yrus 

Avery Aw
ard and declared it the best preservation 

site on all of R
oute 66. N

um
erous other preserva-

tion projects have been com
peted or are currently 

being restored by volunteers of R
oute 66. W

e w
ork 

on projects w
e feel w

ill be w
orth w

hile and in the 
best interest of 66. The com

m
ittee m

eets periodi-
cally as needed.




